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would I advise you to use hard soap by rubbing a wet brush on it and painting the mould with the froth; this will cause an undesirable thickness in the mould and corresponding bluntness in the proof.
You may use the boiled soap hot or cold; it is of no matter; only it must be liquid, and should it be too thick, add more boiling water to thin it.
Pour now into each of the shells about a cupful of the soap, or perhaps a little more, and using a large soft brush spread it overall the surfaces and into the deep parts of the shells, repeating the process several times. A quarter of an hour will not be too long to ensure the soap penetrating everywhere into the plaster. The liquid is then poured off and after having given the shells enough time to absorb the soap left on the surface, remove with a soft brush whatever traces of soap remain in the hollows, and let them lie flat until the surface appears dry; that is for about a quarter of an hour. Now take a very small quantity of olive oil in the hollow of your hand, and rub a thoroughly dry, soft brush into it, so that the hairs of the brush are just moistened at the extremities. If too much oil should have been taken up forming diminutive drops on the end of the brush, you must wipe them off with a clean linen rag. Pass this brush gently over the surface of the soaped mould until you perceive a diffuse sheen on the surface of the plaster.
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